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will be safe in my custody. Neither care nor affection will be
denied to him. Look after him with devotion. Continue to per*
form your duties faithfully. Forget not the words of Shaikh
Sa'adi that love is its own reward. Now take the prince to his
quarters, and explain to him in suitable words the import of the*
events of the last two days.
Akbar, who stood motionless by the side of Maham Anaga,
listened calmly to the words spoken by his uncle. Not betraying
any emotional disquiet, he gripped Maham's hand as the two-
walked out of the hall of audience. Other nurses followed them,
Kamran smiled triumphantly. A hostage of inestimable value
was in his custody. He issued instructions that a strict watch be
maintained over the movements of the nurses and their ward. It
was not in his nature to take chances.
Kamran took it for granted that Humayun was dead. His sur-
prise was great when it became known that the Emperor was on
his way to Kabul at the head of large army. He had little time to
consolidate his position and take the offensive against a rapidly
advancing enemy. At the advice of his generals, Kamran decided
to try to block the narrow passes leading to Kabul in order to
gain time for strengthening the city's defences. The iron-chested
Sher Afghan was chosen for this difficult assignment. He procee-
ded hastily to intercept Humayun, but failed to stem the advance-
of the Mughal army. The battle of Deh Afghanan, famous for the
duel in which Qaracha Khan overpowered Sher Afghan, proved
crucial. In September 1546, Humayun took his position at Koh-i-
Akaban (Eagles* Hill) near Kabul, and sent messages to Kamran
to surrender. The Mirza not only did not lay down arms, but got
ready to wage a long, defensive war. Desperation bred in him a
type of ruthlessness which has few parallels in Mughal history.
His demoniacal wrath fell particularly on the relatives of those
fighting on the side of Humayun. The three sons of Bapus Khan,*
ranging in ages from three to eight, were beheaded and their
corpses flung over the ramparts towards that section of the besie-
ging force which was known to be under their father's command.
*Bapus Khan was a former Prime Minister of Kamran and had defected
to Humayun when the Emperor advanced towards Kabul following the
capture of Qandhar-